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The reason of my naming this part, is not to show
the veneration the most early ages of the world had
for wisdom and virtue; for, God knows, these magi,
though they had the merit of some knowledge above
the rest, yet we do not find they had a much greater
share of virtue than other people: but even as we
find it now, the most knowing men are not the best
men, even so it was then, every wise man, much
less every great man, was not a good man: and as
in our age It may be feared, we have more clergy
than Christians, so there were in those days more
sages than saints: till at last their wise men turned
whimsical, their kings madmen, their southsayers
mere conjurers, and their magicians devils: of all
which I shall give a further account presently.

I'll suppose now, that the magicians of those ages
were, as I have described them in the chapter be-
fore, nothing but men famed for extraordinary
knowledge; mere astrologers, philosophers, men of
study, and the like. You will next see how those
men frequently raised their fortunes by their
wisdom, or rather by the opinion which the ignorant
world had of their wisdom and capacities.

Zoroaster was a famous magician, in the sense
which I have already given of the word. History
tells us he was a great astrologer, and foretold
things, by his art, which were to come ; that by his
wonderful predictions he obtained such a venera-
tion among the people, that the Bactrians adored
him as a man sent down from the gods, or if you
like it as well in Scripture terms, as a man of God;
and by this mighty opinion which they had of him,
he obtained the empire of the Bactrians. This
must be at the time when Ninus was monarch of
Assyria; for he was afterwards conquered, dispos-
sessed of his dominions, and slain by Semiramis,
that warlike widow queen of Assyria.

They report that he foretold he should be slain